
 1 

Popular music – Compilation of Ampico and Duo-Art recordings 

Introduction 

This package combines all presently available MIDI files of popular music for the Ampico and 

Duo-Art reproducing pianos. Bringing this package together required renaming some of the files 

to achieve consistency. In the case of Hits of the Day, these are numbered from 00 to 38, to make 

them list in numerical and therefore date order. Reference to original catalogues is therefore 

best done using roll numbers rather than titles. 

 

Many of these rolls were issued in the 1930s, when Aeolian took over Ampico, and a combined 

roll recording studio was established. This meant that a lot of the recordings that were made 

during this time were issued on both Duo-Art and Ampico rolls. When compiling this package, 

we have taken care to ensure there are no duplicate recordings. These exist under the separate 

Duo-Art and Ampico packages, where duplication is not a consideration, unless you were to 

purchase both packages. This mainly applies to popular music, as there were only a few 

instances of a classical recording being issued for both instruments. 

 

This package includes numerous songs from the 1920s as well as those from the ‘30s. The 

playing style on the earlier rolls differs from the later offerings, showing the change in musical 

style as the 20th century moved on. There are more Ampico than Duo-Art roll recordings in this 

package, as these rolls are more generally available. They are also highly regarded by many 

collectors for their clever arrangements. 

 

You will notice that some pianists, such as Victor Arden made a lot of roll recordings. There are 

also many instances of a pianist recording under a pseudonym, in particular rolls recorded by 

veteran artist Frank Milne.  There were less popular-style recording artists than those who 

recorded art music, and the use of pseudonyms was done by all roll companies to suggest a 

greater line-up of pianists. Recordings allegedly made by Ferdie Grofe and Vincent Lopez were in 

fact made by in-house pianists according to the arrangements supplied by Grofe and Lopez. All 

of the rolls made by Lopez are labelled ‘assisted.’ In real life, Grofe was known as an arranger (he 

did the orchestral arrangement of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue) and Lopez was a band leader 

who “only played a few tinkly treble notes on the piano”.  

 

The most commonly used pseudonyms are Victor Lane and Harry Shipman, names borrowed by 

several Ampico artists. An unusual situation occurs with Corrine de Bert, a name also shared 

among several artists. However, records show that Corrine de Bert was a real pianist who 

recorded on piano roll, albeit in the teens of the 20th century. It is believed that rolls recorded in 

the 1920s and later under this name are by pianists using the pseudonym. The table on the next 

page lists known pseudonyms applicable to this set of MIDI files. The pianists forming the 

Original Piano Trio (an actual group that performed live) are listed in the table. Photos of some 

of the pianists are also shown, proving they were indeed real.  

 

(Peter Phillips 2017) 
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Real name Pseudonyms 

Adam Carroll Cal Adams 
 Corrine de Bert - limited 
 Giuseppi Collini 
 Harry Shipman 
 Victor Lane  (from c.1929) 

Angelico Valerio Harry Shipman - one roll 

Edgar Fairchild  Milton Suskind (natal name) 
 Corrine de Bert 
 Enrico Lavarro 
 Harry Shipman - limited 
 Henri Lefevre 
 Herbert Cooke 
 Sascha Baronoff 

 Original Piano Trio (OPT) – part of 

Frank Milne  Bob Edgeworth 
 Edwin Lester 
 Ernest Leith 
 Gomez 
 Jaysnoff Sisters 
 Jeremy Lawrence 
 Noel Sherry 
 Ralph Addison 
 Robert Farquhar 
 Robert Joyce 
 Sherry Brothers 

Herbert Clair Harry Shipman 
 Original Piano Trio (OPT) – part of 

Howard Brockway Al Sterling 
 Andrei Kmita 

George Dilworth Original Piano Trio (OPT) – part of 

J. Milton Delcamp Corrine de Bert - limited 
 Nan Foster 
 Victor Lane (up to c. 1928) 

Lewis J. Fuiks Victor Arden 

Ralph Reichenthal Ralph Rainger  

Robert Armbruster Gene Waldron 
 Henri Bergman 
 Robert Summers 

Rudolph O. Erlebach Dorothy Herzog 
 Bud Earl 

 

Victor Arden 
(1899-1973) 

Felix Arndt 
(1889-1918) 

Howard Brockway 
(1870-1951) 

Pauline Alpert 
(1905–1988)) 

Robert Armbruster 
(1897-1994) 

Frank Banta 
(1897-1968)) 

Adam Carroll 
(1897-1974) 

Herbert Clair 
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Zez Confrey 
(1895-1971) 

J. Milton Delcamp 
(1892-1931) 

Frank Milne 
(1887-1959) 

Edgar Fairchild 
(1898-1975) 

Vincent Lopez 
(1894-1975) 

George Gershwin 
(1898–1937) 

Phil Ohman 
(1896-1954) 

Genevieve Pitot 
(1901-1980) 

Muriel Pollock 
(1902-?) 

Ralph Rainger 
(1901-1942) 

Freddie Rich 
(1898-1956) 

Lee Sims 
(1898-1966) 

Photos from original Ampico and Duo-Art magazines, ephemera and catalogues  


